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Dear Editor, I read the paper published by
Professor Wladimir Wertelecki in an earlier issue of
the PEDIATRICS entitled "Malformation in a
Chornobyl-Impacted Region".1 The article
describes the details of the population rates and
types of selected malformation occurred during
seven years period in Chornobyl region of Ukraine.

There is a leisure and sport complex (called
Shorabil) in the city of Ardabil, northwest of Iran,
where we used to go for sport and gym purposes
some years ago. The city is almost the nearest
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et al. place in our country, as a major city, to the
location of Chornobyl region of Ukraine (Figure 1).
This sport complex includes a relatively big pool
around which there is a walkway for those doing
sport, cycling, running, etc.

I remember we were always seeing some frogs
around the pool with structural malformation.
Some of them did not have a leg, some with
malformed body shape etc.

It used to be a matter of question for us whether
this has happened because of Chornobyl explosion
of 1986. If so, there should have been the same
impact on the human population in the area too.
This has never been investigated either on animal
or human populations in this region.

We have an established registry of birth defects in
the northwest area of the country.2-3 We will be
trying to expand our activities in the region
(including Ardabil city) in the future to identify the
occurrence of congenital malformation in the
population level. However, until then, there is an
urgent need for an action by scientists and
responsible health authorities in the area for this
matter.

Saeed Dastgiri
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